
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

ATHENS MUNICIPAL-REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chairman Tom Hamilton 
Janice Hardaway 
Ralph Fenton 
J ana Garrett 
Dick Pelley 
Ann Davis 

October 6, 2014 
12:00 P.M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Eric Newberry 

OTHERS ATTENDING 
Anthony Casteel 
Gene McConkey 
Shawn Lindsey 
Mary Scudder 
Jim Dyer 
Andy Brusseau 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the September 2, 2014, meeting were read and approved on motion by 
Ralph Fenton; seconded by Dick Pelley; vote - unanimous. 

OLD BUSINESS 

There was no Old Business to discuss. Howe·ver, Chairman Hamilton mentioned that there was 
tall<. at Work Session about old McSpadden Furniture building; it is not on the Agenda because 
it goes to BZA because it is a Use on Review. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Final Plat Approval for Adelia Wyner: the property is located on the corner of 
Fairview Avenue and Epperson Street with additional frontage on West Madison Avenue, 
the subdivision plat combines seven (7) lots into three (3) lots and contains 1.17 acres. 

Mr. Casteel stated Lhal Ms. Wyner had surgery October 2. and asked that he represent 
her. The plat came to Planning Commission lasl month with. the two lots. She wanted 
three lots and it was six origjnal. Staft· recommends approval of the lots. Mr. Casteel said 
that she is required to do this under the Zoning Code if you have substandard lots 
adjoining each other. There was fUitber discussjon. 

MOTION: To approve the plat as submitted. 

MADE: Dick Pelley 



SECOND: 
VOTE: 

Janice Hardaway 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

2. Recommendation concerning an amendment to the Zoning Code: Section 4.18. 
Requirements, Regulations and Restrictions to add language concerning vested rights and 
to add language defining a development plan and the approval process for a development 
plan. 

Mr. Casteel gave everyone a hand out from MT AS (Municipal Technical Advisory 
ervice) Lhat addresses the ordinanc tl1at the City of Athens is trying to com into 

compliance with. The State of Tennessee passed the Vested Rights Act and each 
municipality is on its own to have to do the ordinance. Mr. Casteel said he took all 
MTAS' recommendations from each section and wrote the ordinance copied verbatim 
from memo so this ordinance would be in line legally with MT AS. Mr. Casteel pointed 
out that on page five of the Staff Report. "Th Approval of a Development Plan' is the 
only section he wrote and everything else came from MTAS. Mr. Casteel had asked the 
City Attorney Chris Trew to look at it, but he has not responded back yet and if he does 
and there are changes� Mr. Ca. tee} said he would bring it back be£ re the Plarming 
Commission. If he does not find anything that needs changing they will go with the way 
it is. Mr. Casteel said that they would have to amend their subdivision regulations too. 
There was further discussion and then a motion was then made. 

MOTION: To recommend that City Council pass this amendment as a new 
Ordinance to be in compliance with state law and the changes to the Vested Rights Act. 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

Ann Davis 
Janice Hardaway 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

MOTION AMENDMENT: To approve the first motion to recommend that City Council 
pass this amendment as a new Ordinance to be in compliance with state law and the 
changes to the Vested Rights Act with the contingency that the wording in Section B 
"Vested Development Rights" be changed to "Vested Property Rights". 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

Ann Davis 
] anice Hardaway 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS FROM AUDIENCE 

Mr. Casteel explained that he went to Open Records Training and found out that all Work 
Sessions has to have minutes if there are two or more governing body members present. It was 
discuss whether to do away with Work Session altogether, Mr. Casteel said that he can set the 
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Agenda himself (the By� Laws says he is supposed to anyway. he and the Chairman can add 
people), or he and Chairman Hamilton can do Work Session by themseLves and set the Agenda. 
Dr. Pelley said that he thinks it should stay the same the same because they learn a lot about the 
intentions £the requester and more about the request clming that time and if there are· u · 

the requestor needs to aclclxess they can do so before the Planning Commission meeting. There 
was further discussion and the Planning Commission agreed with Dr. Pelley and all agreed to 
keep Work Session and Mr. Casteel take minutes. Also, proper meeting etiquette was discussed. 

Mr. Casteel also told the Planning Commission about upcoming training for the year and that 
training is on Mondav. October 27. 2014, from 6:00PM until9:00 PM. Chairman Hamilton said 
since Planning Commis ioners determine what training is. then the members of AMRPC could 
sit in on Decatur's Planning Commission Meetings and Decatur Planning Commissioners could 
sit in on Athens. Mr. Casteel said he would have to get with Development District to see if that 
it OK or not. 

STAFF REPORT 

There was no Staff Report. 
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